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859.20/3-2448: Telegram

The Ambassador in Denmark (Marvel) to the Secretary of State

TOP SECRET

COPENHAGEN, March 24, 1948—11 a. m.
275. Foreign Minister sent for me last evening and openly disclosed acute nervousness of Danish
Govt. He listed numerous precautionary measures govt is taking to guard against internal
attempts of Communists and to prepare against possible Soviet invasion (see mytel 270, Mar 23)
and emphasized Denmark is determined to resist to last any Soviet aggression.

He said there is small immediate chance of Denmark’s being invited to join Brussels pact
(Embtel 265, Mar 22) noting none of signatories have approached Denmark and in fact Dutch
Foreign Minister and Dutch Prime Minister told him last week Holland holds view no country
should be invited until five participating members had consolidated their situation. Furthermore
he doubted joining Brussels pact would give Denmark military assistance it might require.

He inquired as to request for arms (mytel 229, Mar 12). In informing him I had received no reply I
pointed out there are certain legal and policy difficulties. He then acquainted me with Norway’s
request to US for military guarantees. He said Bevin was aware of this request as Bevin asked him
re it in Paris. He stated he learned of Norway’s request only after it had been made. He then said
Denmark might be forced to make similar request (mytel 230, March 12). While he disliked
Denmark’s joining with Norway to break up solidarity of Scandinavian states he is satisfied
Sweden will maintain its neutral attitude and therefore Denmark must determine independently
its own course. He added that course has not yet been adopted by government but would be
considered at Cabinet and foreign affairs meeting today. He [Page 68] asked if we could resume
our discussions after government policy determined which, in my opinion, will be within
relatively short time.

MARVEL

Dansk oversettelse:
Telegram fra den amerikanske ambassadgr i Danmark (Marvel) til den amerikanske udenrigsminister
YDERST HEMMELIGT Kgbenhavn den 24. marts 1948 kl. 11.

275. Udenrigsministeren sendte bud efter mig i gar aftes og lagde ikke skjul pa den danske regerings
akutte nervgsitet. Han opregnede adskillige forebyggende forholdsregler, regeringen er i faerd med at
tage for at sikre sig imod anslag fra de hjemlige kommunister og for at veere beredt til en eventuel
sovjetisk invasion og understregede at Danmark er fast besluttet pa at gare modstand til det sidste mod
en sovjetisk aggression.

Han sagde, at chancen for at Danmark i umiddelbar fremtid bliver inviteret til at tilslutte sig
Bruxellespagten er lille og bemarkede, at ingen af de underskrivende stater har henvendt sig til
Danmark, og at den nederlandske statsminister og udenrigsminister faktisk i forrige uge havde sagt ham,
at Nederlandene ser sadan pa det, at intet land bgr inviteres, indtil de fem medlemslande har
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konsolideret deres stilling. Ydermere tvivlede han pa, at tilslutning til Bruxelles-pagten ville give
Danmark den militeere bistand, som der matte vise sig behov for.

Han spurgte til anmodningen om vaben. Jeg oplyste ham om, at jeg ikke havde modtaget noget svar og
papegede, at der er visse lovmassige og politiske vanskeligheder. Han gjorde mig sa bekendt med
Norges anmodning til USA om militeere garantier. Han sagde, at Bevin var bekendt med denne
anmodning, idet Bevin havde spurgt ham herom i Paris. Han sagde, at han farst havde faet kendskab til
Norges anmodning, efter at den var fremsat. Han sagde s, at Danmark kunne blive tvunget til at
fremsaette en lignende anmodning. Han syntes ikke om, at Danmark gar sammen med Norge og dermed
bryder solidariteten mellem de skandinaviske stater, men er sikker pa, at Sverige vil fastholde sin
neutrale indstilling, og Danmark ma derfor selvstendigt fastleegge sin egen kurs. Han tilfgjede, at
kursen endnu ikke er vedtaget af regeringen, men at den vil blive drgftet i ministermgde og i
udenrigspolitisk naevn i dag. Han spurgte, om vi kunne genoptage vore diskussioner efter at regeringens
politik er blevet fastlagt, hvilket jeg tror vil ske inden for forholdsvis kort tid.

Marvel
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